5 6	Industrial Immigration
Employment Exchange district is in the south-west division near
the frontiers of the south-east and midlands divisions. It is
apparent that distance was the predominant factor influencing
migration. This becomes even more obvious if the Employment
Exchange districts are grouped according to their distance from
Oxford.1 It is then found that 4,154 people came from districts
which were within fifty miles of Oxford. Districts between fifty and
a hundred miles away sent 3,292 people, while only 2,222 migrants
came from districts which were over a hundred miles from Oxford.
Difference in prosperity as between areas does not appear to be the
primary consideration in directing the movements of migrants.
More than one-third of the 'foreigners* came into the Survey Area
from the relatively prosperous south-west division, while the dis-
tressed regions in the north of England sent to Oxford very few
people compared with South Wales, the nearest Special Area. More-
over, London sent as many people as South Wales. It is true that the
migration from the neighbouring areas is not entirely made up of
immigrants in the sense of people who have changed both their
homes and their places of work.2 However, even if such people
were excluded it would still remain true that migration has been
greatly affected by distance. This comes out clearly if the number of
insured migrants from each division is related to the unemployment
in that division, as is done in Table 9.
table 9
Divisional distribution of 'foreigners' in Oxford in July 19)6 related to
unemployment

"Division 
Numbers unemployed,
annual average*
1921-36 
Number of migrants
to Oxford 
Number of migrants
per 7,000 unemployed 
South-Westf
South-East
Wales
London
Midlands   .
North-East
North-West
Scotland     .
Northern Ireland 
85,364
78»793
154,997
203,202
231,959
397,032
382,940
254,827
59»«5 
4,058
995
i,i95
1,178
911
639
518
158
16 
47'5
12-6
77
5'8
3*9
1-6
i'4
0-6
0-3 
* Weighted average. The weight used was the total immigration to Oxford in each
year. Allowance was made for retirements, deaths, and re-emigration of migrants in
each year.
f Excluding Oxford, Abingdon, and Woodstock.
1	See Appendix I, note 13.
2	See the last two columns of Table 8 and Appendix I, note 14.

